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MCCARTHY, as well as to the full com-
mittee Chair, Chairman MILLER, and
the ranking member, BUCK MCKEON,
for their important leadership in mov-
ing this reauthorization forward of this
very important program that promotes
active involvement of citizens of all
ages.

In 1973, Congress passed the Domestic
Volunteer Service Act, DVSA, to foster
and expand volunteer service in com-
munities while helping vulnerable and
disadvantaged populations such as the
elderly and the poor. DVSA authorized
the National Senior Volunteer Corps,
made up of the Foster Grandparents
Program, the Senior Companion Pro-
gram, and the Retired and Senior Vol-
unteer Program.

Seventeen years later, Congress
passed the National and Community
Service Act, NCSA, of 1990. NCSA aims
to address unmet human, educational,
environmental, and public safety
needs, as well as to renew a sense of
civic responsibility by encouraging
citizens to participate in national serv-
ice programs. Authorized under NCSA
are Learn and Serve America,
AmeriCorps State and national grants,
and the National Civilian Community
Corps.

Both DVSA and NCSA are adminis-
tered by the Corporation for National
Community Service, and both Ilaws
were most recently amended in 1993 by
the National and Community Service
Act. While authorization of appropria-
tions for both laws expired at the end
of fiscal year 2006, these programs have
remained funded through annual appro-
priations measures.

I'm pleased to be a cosponsor of H.R.
2857, the GIVE Act, and believe that
this bill makes commonsense improve-
ments to our Nation’s national service
programs. Not only does it provide in-
creased flexibility for States, but im-
portantly, and as referenced by Rank-
ing Member MCKEON, it also increases
accountability and efficiency within
the administration of these programs.

H.R. 2857 strengthens existing com-
munity and national service programs
by providing year-round service oppor-
tunities for students and elderly alike,
and further encourages involvement of
disadvantaged youth. This legislation
also expands eligibility requirements
for senior serving programs like Foster
Grandparents and the Senior Com-
panion Program, ensuring that individ-
uals with an interest in serving have
options available to them. Finally, the
GIVE Act reauthorizes DVSA and
NCSA through fiscal year 2013.

Recent natural disasters such as Hur-
ricanes Katrina and Rita, as well as the
wild fires in California, have showcased
the important efforts of AmeriCorps
and NCCC volunteers. I am proud to be
part of this effort to strengthen na-
tional service programs and ensure
that participants can continue to aid
disadvantaged and needy populations.
And I have seen firsthand in my dis-
trict the great work of senior citizens
in the Senior Companion Program and
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young citizens in AmeriCorps
partnering with Habitat for Humanity
to truly make a difference in Central
Pennsylvania. And we know that these
efforts are being replicated across the
country.

So, Madam Chairman, I hope that all
will join in supporting the GIVE Act
and vote in favor of this legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. MCcCCARTHY of New York.
Madam Chairman, may I inquire how
much time we have on both sides.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlewoman
from New York has 19% minutes re-
maining. The gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania has 22% minutes remaining.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York.
Madam Chairman, I yield 1% minutes
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HARE), a member of the Education and
Labor Committee.

Mr. HARE. Madam Chairman, H.R.
2857, the GIVE Act, reauthorizes our
national service programs for the first
time in 15 years. This legislation
strengthens programs like AmeriCorps,
Vista, Senior Corps and Learn and
Serve America so they can continue
their invaluable services and expand
into underserved communities.

The people of my congressional dis-
trict are no strangers to community
service. We have four effective Retired
Senior Volunteer Programs, known as
RSVPs, located in my district: West
Central Illinois RSVP, Adams County
RSVP, RSVP of the Quad Cities, and
RSVP of Springfield, Illinois. To-
gether, these programs engage 3,464
volunteers in 577,226 hours of services
in 13 counties. I had the opportunity to
visit several of these last October and
was impressed by their organization,
their large number of volunteers, and
the variety of services that they offer.

Illinois RSVP volunteers serve the
young and old, the healthy and the in-
firm. They work in hospitals, nursing
homes, libraries, with the Red Cross,
police department, and assist with
home delivery meal programs. These
dedicated volunteers touch the lives of
hundreds of people and have a profound
impact on the communities in which
they serve.

I want to thank Chairman MILLER,
Ranking Member MCKEON, and their
staffs for their work on this legislation
and their efforts to address these con-
cerns.

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Chairman, I
yield as much time as he consumes to
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
HOEKSTRA).

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Madam Chairman,
you know it’s a good day today where
we have the opportunity to go back
and reauthorize the Corporation for
National and Community Service. This
is a program that 15 years ago is a pro-
gram that I supported, and I'm glad
that this Congress is going to take the
steps to move this program forward
and continue the efforts in this area.

However, if we’re really going to pro-
tect the Corporation for National and
Community Service, if we are really
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going to protect the individuals that
are working in these types of pro-
grams, what we should have been doing
today and what we should do is we
should extend the terrorist surveil-
lance program. We should pass FISA
modernization.

You know, 3 weeks ago the majority
said that this bill would come to the
floor. They needed a 3-week extension
to get the bill done. That expires this
week.

We’re going to have a long day today.
We’ll be here till 2 or 3 o’clock, which
I think will be the third week in a row
where we will go home early and we
will not take care of this vital national
security issue.

We’ve had a 6-month extension, we
had a 2-week extension. The program
now has lapsed for 3 weeks. Each and
every day our capabilities erode just a
little bit more. And each and every day
we remove these capabilities to track
foreign terrorists by our Intelligence
Community, each and every day Amer-
ica becomes a little bit more vulner-
able. Americans living at home, people
in this program, our men and women in
uniform in Afghanistan and in Iraq,
they’re a little bit more vulnerable.
Our embassy personnel around the
world are a little bit more vulnerable.

BEarlier this week the statement was
made, well, you know, we’d maybe like
to do FISA this week but the schedule
is just too full. We’re not going to have
the opportunity to get to it. We’re not
going to have the opportunity to get to
it. We’re going to be done working
some time in the middle of the after-
noon and we’re going to leave a na-
tional security issue laying on the
table for the third week in a row?

Will the majority deal with this issue
next week? Will they deal with it be-
fore we g0 on recess? Or will they allow
it to lapse for 6 weeks? How vulnerable
does America need to become before
the majority decides to act on FISA?

I just wonder if the majority’s even
looking at what’s going on around the
world, taking a look at the attacks
that are taking place in Pakistan, tak-
ing a look at the attacks that are hap-
pening in Afghanistan, listening to the
rhetoric that’s coming out of Iran, lis-
tening to the rhetoric that’s coming
out from al Qaeda in Iraq, listening to
the rhetoric that’s coming out of
Hezbollah in Syria and in Lebanon.
There are threats against our allies.
There are threats against Western Eu-
rope. There are threats against our
friends in Northern Africa. There are
threats against Western Europe, and
yes, there are threats against the
United States of America.

They’re not listening to what al
Qaeda and radical jihadists and other
terrorists are saying. They’re not read-
ing what these individuals are saying,
because if you were listening to what
they were saying, if you were reading
what they were writing, and if you
were watching what they were doing,
you would understand that the threat
is real and that it is a grave mistake to



